Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.021; wR factor = 0.098; data-to-parameter ratio = 20.3.
Related literature
For synthetic background, see: Alberto et al. (1996) 
Experimental
Crystal data (C 8 H 20 N) [Re(C 5 compounds (Schutte et al., 2008) . It crystallized as an anionic Re I compound and one tetraethylammonium counter ion in the asymmetric unit (Fig. 1) . The Re-CO bond distances are well within the normal range (Allen et al., 1987) . The small bite angle O4-Re1-N1 might be a reason for the slightly distorted octahedral geometry around the metal centre. There are no classical hydrogen bonds in the structure.
ReCl 3 (CO) 3 (64.2 mg, 0.01 mmol) was suspended in 10 ml methanol. The solution was heated to reflux and 2-pyrazinecarboxylic acid (13.1 mg, 0.01 mmol) dissolved in ca 5 ml methanol was added whilst stirring. A bright yellow colour resulted on addition of the ligand to the metal. K 2 CO 3 7.1 mg (0.005 mmol) was added to the solution. The reaction solution was refluxed for 6 h after which the solvent volume was decreased on a rotovapor. The MeOH solution was layered with a minimal amount of diethyl ether and left to stand in a refrigerator. After a few days yellow crystals were formed.
Refinement
The methyl, methylene and aromatic H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions with C-H distances = 0.96, 0.97 and 0.96 Å, respectively, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (methyl-C) and 1.2U eq (methylene and aromatic-C). The highest residual electron density was located 0.93 Å from H17C and was essentially meaningless.
Figures Fig. 1 . A view of the title complex plotted with 50% probability displacement ellipsoids; hydrogen atoms have been omitted for clarity. 
